Rules for Kobudo competition.
1. If you end your Kata facing the wrong way you will be disqualified.

2. If you drop your weapon you will be disqualified.

3. If you let go of the Bo during the Kata you will lose 0.1 point.

4. If the weapon touches the floor anytime during the performance, 0.2 - 0.3 points

should be deducted (unless the touch is called for by the kata, as in some Bo katas.)

5. You will not lose a point if you accidentally step out of the designated court.

6.  A contestant shall be disqualified if he/she interrupts or varies the Kata or performs a Kata different from that drawn or announced. The contestant shall also be disqualified if the performance is brought to a halt.
7. A contestant shall be disqualified if he/she uses a dangerous technique that jeopardizes

the safety of the Judges or other contestants.
8. The Kata must be performed with competence and must demonstrate a clear understanding of the principles it contains. 
9. The Kata performance must have demonstrated correct focus of attention ("CHAKUGAN"), use of power, good balance and proper breathing.

10. The contestants must properly use the body and footwork to extend the power (energy) into the weapons.

11. The performance should also be evaluated with a view to discerning other points.
12. For a momentary hesitation in the smooth performance of the Kata, quickly

remedied, 0.1 should be deducted from the final score.

13. For a momentary but discernible pause, 0.2 points should be deducted.

14. For a distinct halt, disqualification results.

15. Momentary imbalance with barely a wobble, quickly remedied, shall result in a

deduction in the range of 0.1 - 0.3.

16. Actual instabilities where there is a distinct but recoverable loss of balance

shall merit a deduction in the range 0.2 - 0.4.

17. If the contestant loses balance completely and/or falls, a disqualification shall result.

18. If the competitor momentarily looses a grip of the weapon, 0.1 - 0.3 points should
be deducted. 
19. For any other problems the judges will confer and make a joint decision.
Criteria for Judges Decision
In principle, KOBUDO KATA shall be judged using the same criteria as KATA, with the additional criteria that the KOBUDO KATA demonstrates the individual and unique characteristics of the weapon being utilized.

1. In addition to the criteria of empty hand KATA the loss of control of a weapon (dropping) in 
competition will be grounds for disqualification. The panel of judges will conclude that the athlete is disqualified and the referee will dismiss the contestant/team with no score given. (Recorders shall mark a zero for that contestant.)

2.   Any weapon or form used may not be such that it can endanger or damage any person or property

(i.e., denting or marring of floors, loose handles, etc.)

3.    In KOBUDO, it is acceptable for a contestant to demonstrate dynamic movement rather than a stopped, “weighted down” stance between each movement.

4.    Any manipulation or handling of the weapon that may be construed as dangerous in regards to the safety of all concerned shall not be permitted.

Other Criteria Include:

1.    Correct breathing, good demonstration of power, speed, timing, balance and Kime (focus).

2.    Consistency and correctness of stances.

a. Correct weight distribution according to the Kihon being demonstrated.

b. Smooth and even transition (Hara remaining "weighted down") between stances.

c. Correct tension in stance.

d. Feet edges firmly on floor.

3.    Techniques demonstrate:

a. Accuracy.

b. Correct and consistent Kihon with the style being demonstrated.

c. Correct tension, focus (Kime).

d. Show proper understanding of the Kata Bunkai.

4.    Kata uniformly demonstrates:

a. Unwavering concentration.

b. Contrast in tension, breathing and movement.

c. An understanding of those techniques being demonstrated.

d. A realistic rather than "theatrical" demonstration of the Kata's meaning.
General Information

Only KOBUDO weapons that are authorized and deemed as acceptable by the organiser may be used during competition – as per the pre competition inspection – all weapons will be inspected.
All weapons shall be examined by an official prior to competition to ensure that they are of authentic design, construction, and materials. Any weapon that, in the examiner’s opinion, gives an unfair advantage may not be used. Grounds for rejecting a weapon include but are not limited to exceptionally lightweight, coating to improve grip, markings (including different colour tones of wood), and non-standard construction.

Rules regarding Dogi. (Karate outfit)

1. The Kobudo competition is organized into a single round.
2. Women should wear a plain white t-shirt underneath their dogi tops.The sleeves should come to   

          between the wrist and the elbow. Competitors may roll up their sleeves for Sai Kata.
3. The pants legs should come to between the ankle and knee.  Pant legs should not be rolled.

4. Glasses need to be secured.

5. No jewellery, wristbands, watches etc are allowed.  This includes earrings and colourful hairclips.  
6. Band aids for cuts are allowed.

7. You will be told beforehand if there is a problem with your appearance and given five minutes to 
rectify the problem.  If you do not rectify the problem and continue to compete you will be disqualified.
Etiquette of the Court.

When a competitors name is called they should answer “hai” or “yes”.  They should bow to the chief judge before entering the court.  Then walk to the centre start line, bow again and announce the Kata name.  After you have finished the Kata bow, turn and leave the court.  On exiting the court turn again and wait for your points to be called.  Only when the chief judge blows the whistle again should the competitor bow and then leave.

